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N.J. Work Environment Council Director Rick Engler Appointed by 

President Obama to U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation 

Board 

 
The groundbreaking role of the N.J. Work Environment Council (WEC) in protecting 

workers and the public from workplace and environmental health and safety hazards has 

been recognized by President Obama in naming longtime WEC executive director Rick 

Engler to the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board (CSB). 

 

Engler was confirmed for the position by the U.S. Senate in December. The CSB is a 

federal agency that investigates major chemical disasters and recommends ways to 

prevent them in the future. Examples of recent investigations include the Freedom 

Industries toxic chemical leak that left hundreds of thousands of West Virginians without 

safe drinking water, the West (Texas) chemical explosion and fire that left 14 dead and 

hundreds more injured, and the massive fire that took place at the Chevron refinery in 

Richmond, California. The CSB’s most recent New Jersey investigation was of an 

explosion and fire that burned seven workers at the US Ink factory in East Rutherford in 

2012. (More information about the CSB is available at www.csb.gov.) 

 

Under Engler’s leadership for the past 28 years, WEC has played a key role in winning 

and defending landmark state policies for worker and environmental protection. 

Examples include the Worker and Community Right to Know Act, Public Employees 

Occupational Safety and Health Act, and Conscientious Employees Protection Act that 

protects whistleblowers. WEC also has won groundbreaking state policies for worker 

participation in inspections, worker training, chemical safety and security, safety in 

hospitals and nursing homes, workplace air quality, and more.  

 

“New Jersey is a safer, healthier place because Rick Engler and WEC have been holding 

corporations and state government to a standard of decency when it comes to protecting 

workers and communities from toxic hazards,” said the Rev. Fletcher Harper, WEC’s 

Board President and Executive Director of GreenFaith, a national interfaith 

environmental organization.   

 

WEC is completing a nationwide search for a new executive director. Janice Selinger is 

serving as acting executive director during that search. Selinger formerly served as acting 
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executive director at NJN Public Television, where she managed a staff of 140 

employees. At WEC she has overseen the Safer After Sandy project that has helped to 

prevent exposure to hazards like chemicals and mold during the rebuilding process after 

Hurricane Sandy. 

 

“Rick leaves behind a legacy of accomplishments, winning landmark state environmental 

and worker protection policies that we can all be proud of.  WEC is well poised to move 

forward with a strong staff and dedicated board. I am pleased to be charged with 

managing the transition” said Selinger, Acting Director.  

 

WEC’s two major campaigns currently are Stop Chemical Disasters: Respect Our Right 

to Know and Healthy Schools Now. The right to know campaign calls on Gov. Christie 

(and other public officials, as well as the chemical, oil, and railroad industries) to take 

four steps to disclose information to protect public safety and the environment: 

 

1) The right to know about rail car hazards. The state knows what Bakken and Tar Sands 

oil shipments are passing (or will pass) through our communities by homes, schools, and 

workplaces.  The February 16th West Virginia derailment of a 109-car train carrying 

crude oil from North Dakota highlights the dangerous nature of such shipments. The 

governor should make this information publicly available. 

 

2) The right to know the real names of chemicals. NJ law requires that chemicals be 

labeled with their real chemical names, not just brand names. Christie’s appointees are 

trying to weaken that requirement. The governor should stop trying to hide potential 

harm. 

 

3) The right to know about safer alternatives. The state has reports from the most 

hazardous facilities explaining why they will – or will not – move to adopt safer 

chemicals and processes.  The governor should make these reports publicly available. 

 
4) The right to know about emergency response plans. The governor is legally 

responsible for ensuring that every NJ municipality and county has a publicly accessible 

emergency response plan to address a chemical disaster. The governor should ensure that 

updated emergency plans are accessible to both emergency responders and the public. 

 

The Healthy Schools Now campaign is… 

 

1) Increasing awareness and understanding among students, school staff, and parents 

about how unhealthy school environments harm learning. 

 

2) Building public support for winning healthy schools, particularly in the low-income 

public school districts funded by the NJ Schools Development Authority (SDA). 

 

3) Making progress to address urgent safety and health hazards in SDA Districts. 

 

WEC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit alliance of 70 New Jersey labor, community, and 

environmental organizations working together for safe, secure jobs and a healthy, 

sustainable environment. Visit WEC’s web site at www.njwec.org for more information. 
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