
NJ Work Environment Council Webinar:  
 

Introduction to OSHA’s Hazard 
Communication Standard 

This material was produced under grant SH-31183-SH7 from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, U.S. Department of Labor.  It does not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Labor, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply 
endorsement by the U.S. Government.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for joining the New Jersey Work Environment Council or WEC webinar today on an introduction to OSHA Hazard Communication Standard. WEC received a Susan Harwood grant this year to provide FREE training to employers and workers for our project on Preventing Exposures to Workplace Chemicals. 



NJ Work Environment Council (WEC) 

WEC is the State affiliate for the National 
Council for Occupational Safety and Health.  
 
WEC has provided health & safety training to 
approximately 23,000 workers and managers 
in various industries since our founding in 
1986. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WEC has provided training on a wide number of topics from effective injury illness prevention programs to preventing workplace violence and OSHA’s process safety management standard.



Introduction to OSHA’s Hazard 
Communication Standard 

 

Learning Objective:  
 

Introduce participants to OSHA’s Hazard 
Communication Standard  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Read the training objectives



Hazard Communication Standard 
Second Most Cited OSHA Violation FY17 

The picture and source materials can be found in OSHA QuickTakes – October 13, 2017, Volume 16 Issue 18 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In an OSHA QuickTakes newsletter issued this past October, OSHA released the preliminary list of ten most cited standards by the agency’s inspectors during Fiscal Year 2017. The Hazard Communication Standard was the second most-cited.



Chemicals in the Workplace 

American workers use tens of thousands of 
chemicals every day. While many of these 
chemicals are suspected of being harmful, 
only a small number are regulated in the 
workplace. 
As a result, workers suffer more than 190,000 
illnesses and 50,000 deaths annually related 
to chemical exposures.1   

 

Source: OSHA's webpage for safer chemicals.;  1 This number is derived using the methodology from "Green Chemistry in California: A Framework 
for Leadership in Chemicals Policy and Innovation," (http://coeh.berkeley.edu/docs/news/06_wilson_policy.pdf [PDF*]) to estimate illness and 
deaths attributable to workplace chemical exposures. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Workplace chemical exposures have been linked to cancers, and other lung, kidney, skin, heart, stomach, brain, nerve, and reproductive diseases.(1 This number is derived using the methodology from "Green Chemistry in California: A Framework for Leadership in Chemicals Policy and Innovation," (http://coeh.berkeley.edu/docs/news/06_wilson_policy.pdf [PDF*]) to estimate illness and deaths attributable to workplace chemical exposures.)

https://www.osha.gov/dsg/safer_chemicals/index.html#1
https://www.osha.gov/dsg/safer_chemicals/index.html
http://coeh.berkeley.edu/docs/news/06_wilson_policy.pdf


OSHA’s Hazard Communication 
Standard 

OSHA's Hazard Communication Standard 
1910.1200 is designed to ensure that 
information about chemical and toxic 
substance hazards in the workplace and 
associated protective measures is 
disseminated to workers. 
 

The Hazard Communication Standard was 
revised to align with the United Nations’ 
Globally Harmonized System of Classification 
and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS) in 2012. 

 
 

              Source: OSHA's webpage on hazardous and toxic substances. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OSHA revised its Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) to align with the United Nations’ Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS) and published it in the Federal Register in March 2012 (77 FR 17574). Two significant changes contained in the revised standard require the use of new labeling elements and a standardized format for Safety Data Sheets (SDSs), formerly known as, Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs). The new label elements and SDS requirements will improve worker understanding of the hazards associated with the chemicals in their workplace. 

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/hazardoustoxicsubstances/index.html


Major Changes to the Standard 

Hazard Classification – health & physical 
hazards 
 

Labels – harmonized signal word, pictograms 
& hazard statements 
 

Safety Data Sheets – specified 16-section 
format 
 

Information and Training on the new label 
elements and safety data sheets  

 
   More information on the major changes to the standard can be found at: this link to OSHA's webpage 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Major Changes to the Standard: Hazard classification: Provides specific criteria for classification of health and physical hazards, as well as classification of mixtures. Labels: Chemical manufacturers and importers will be required to provide a label that includes a harmonized signal word, pictogram, and hazard statement for each hazard class and category. Precautionary statements must also be provided. Safety Data Sheets: Will now have a specified 16-section format. Information and training: Employers are required to train workers by December 1, 2013 on the new labels elements and safety data sheets format to facilitate recognition and understanding.

https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html


Basic HAZCOM Program 

A basic HAZCOM program must include the 
following:  
– A list of the hazardous chemicals used at the 

workplace  
– Chemical labeling procedures 
– Safety Data Sheets  
– Employee training  
– A written plan  
 
A source for more information is A Guide to The Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS) that can be found at: 
https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/ghsguideoct05.pdf 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The written plan should explain how the employer will comply with the hazard communication standard. *For more information on chemical labeling refer to A Guide to The Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS): https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/ghsguideoct05.pdf



Information on the Hazard 

In order to ensure chemical safety in the 
workplace, information about the identities 
and hazards of the chemicals must be available 
and understandable to workers.  
 

HAZCOM requires the development and 
dissemination of such information. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter Note: Read slide



Safety Data Sheets 

The Hazard Communication Standard 
(HAZCOM) requires chemical manufacturers 
and importers to:  
– evaluate the hazards of the chemicals they 

produce or import, and  
– prepare labels and safety data sheets to 

convey the hazard information to their 
downstream customers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) (formerly known as Material Safety Data Sheets or MSDSs) communicate the hazards of hazardous chemical products. 



Employer Responsibilities with  
Safety Data sheets  

 

Employers must ensure that the SDSs are 
readily accessible to employees for all 
hazardous chemicals in their workplace.  
 
If the employer does not have an SDS, the 
employer or designated person(s) should 
contact the manufacturer to obtain one. 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All employers with hazardous chemicals in their workplaces must have labels and safety data sheets (SDS) for their exposed workers, and train them to handle the chemicals appropriately. 



Hazard Communications Standard 
Pictograms 

For more information about Pictograms go to: OSHA's webpage, HazCom 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As of June 1, 2015, the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) requires pictograms on labels to alert users of the chemical hazards to which they may be exposed. Each pictogram consists of a symbol on a white background framed within a red border and represents a distinct hazard(s). The pictogram on the label is determined by the chemical hazard classification.

https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html


Hazard Communication Standard 
Labeling 

 The picture of a sample label can be found on OSHA's website:: https://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html . 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hazard communication Standard Labels OSHA has updated the requirements for labeling of hazardous chemicals under its Hazard Communication Standard (HCS). All labels are required to have pictograms, a signal word, hazard and precautionary statements, the product identifier and supplier identification.  Supplemental information can also be provided on the label as needed.



Employee Training Required 
 

The training for employees must also include 
information on the hazards of the chemicals 
in their work area and the measures to be 
used to protect themselves. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The training for employees must also include information on the hazards of the chemicals in their work area and the measures to be used to protect themselves. This may be done in many ways. For example, employers may keep the SDSs in a binder or on computers as long as the employees have immediate access to the information without leaving their work area when needed and a back-up is available for rapid access to the SDS in the case of a power outage or other emergency. Employers may want to designate a person(s) responsible for obtaining and maintaining the SDSs. 



The picture and more information can be found on OSHA’s website: Chemical Hazard and Toxic Substances. 

 

Go to WWW.OSHA.GOV 

More Information on the  
Hazard Communication Standard 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under the OSH Act, employers are responsible for providing a safe and healthful workplace. OSHA's mission is to assure safe and healthful workplaces by setting and enforcing standards, and by providing training, outreach, education and assistance. Employers must comply with all applicable OSHA standards and OSHA’s website www.osha.gov is a great source to help in that effort. 

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/hazardoustoxicsubstances/index.html


 
 

Interested in FREE Onsite Training on 
Preventing Chemical Exposure  

in the Workplace? 
 
  

Contact WEC 
 Phone: (609) 882-6100 ext. 308   
 Email:   info@njwec.org. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Read slide

mailto:info@njwec.org


Questions? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now I will take any questions.
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